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SUB J : OAU DJIBOUTI CONFERENCE RUNS INTO OVERTIME 

REF: ACCRA 2395 

1 . INSTEAD OF CLOSING EVENING 31 MARCH AS SCHEDULED, 

OAU CONFERENCE ON DJIBOUTI HAS RUN TINO SERIOUS DEBATE 
AMONG NATIONALIST FACTIONS WHICH WILL PROLONG 
CONFERENCE THROUGH 1 APRIL AND POSSIBLY LATER. 

AFTER SPENDING 29 AND 30 MARCH WITH NATIONALIST FACTIONS 
READING POSITION PAPERS, CONFERENCE ONLY GOT DOWN TO 
ISSUE TO WORKING TOWARDS UNIFIED POSITIONS ON ISSUES ON 
31 MARCH. AFAR FACTIONS (UNI, MLD. MPL) APPEAR TO 
HAVE FORMED JOINT POSITION TO ESTABLISH AND APPOINTED 
NATIONAL POLITICAL COUNCIL WHICH WOULD BE DJIBOUTI'S 
CHIEF POLITICAL BODY AFTER INDEPENDENCE. THIS BODY 
WOULD PRESUMABLY HAVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONAL 
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ASSEMBLY TO BE ELECTED 8 MAY 77, WHICH THE AFAR 
FACTIONS SEE AS A MAJOR THREAT. THE POLITICAL 
COUCIL WOULD ACT AS A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY AND SIX 
MONTHS AFTER INDEPENDENCE NEW ELECTIONS WOULD BE 
HELD UNDER THE NEW CONSTITUTION. 

2. LPAI, FLCS AND PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ALL OPPOSE THIS 
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PLAN AND FLCS AND PARLOMENTARY GROUP HAVE REPORTEDLY 
ANNOUNCED THEY NOW ACCEPT THE PARIS PLAN FOR INDEPEND- 
ENCE. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO REAL MOVEMENT TOWARDS 
COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE TWO GROUPS OF FACTIONS AND 
CONFERENCE IS LIKELY TO END WITH ISSUE UNRESOLVED. 
MEMBERS OF OAU INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE ARE REPORETEDLY 
CHAGRINED ISSUE CAME UP SINCE THEY HOPED FOR QUICK 
AGREEMENT ON MEANINGLESS GENERALITIES THAT WOULD PAPER 
OVER OBVIOUS DISAGREEMENTS AMONG FTAI FACTIONS. 

3. ANOTHER ISSUE THAT CROPPED UP AND HAS SOME 
POTENTIAL FOR DISRUTING FRENCH PLANS FOR SMOOTH TRANS- 
ITION OF POWER WAS FRENCH NOTIFICATION TO OAU MEMBERS 
THAT OUTSIDE OBSERVERS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO MONITOR 
ELECTIONS ON 8 MAY ONLY WITH SEVERAL RESTRICTIONS. 

ONLY 6 OBSERVERS WOULD BE PERMITTED IN DJIBOUTI (THE 
FREHCH CLAIMED HOTEL SPACE IS LIMITED) AND COULD ENTER 
DJIBOUTI ONLY ONE OR TWO DAYS BEFORE ELECTIONS AND 
HAD TO LEAVE ONE OR TWO DAYS AFTERWARDS. FURTHERMORE, 
THEIR MOVEMENTS WOULD BE RESTRICTED TO PREVENT WHAT THE 
FRENCH TERMED AS "INTERFERENCE" IN THE ELECTIONS. 

FRENCH WERE CONDEMNED FROM ALL SIDES FOR THIS ONE. 
ALTHOUGH SOME FACTIONS UNDOUBTEDLY MADE NOISES IN NAME 
OF CONFORMITY RATHER THAN OUT OF CONVICTION. 

SMITH 
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